A Message for President Obama and Our

Congress on Healthcare Reform 

July 4th, 2009

The Philadelphia Tea Party Patriots Independence Day Event

Speaker:  William J. West Jr. MD 
 

According to President Obama and our Democratic-controlled Congress, we have a Healthcare Crisis.  A crisis so severe that if we don’t fix it by September “grave and permanent” damage will happen to the citizens of the United States.  Our government is proposing to spend 1.6 trillion dollars to insure 16 million of the 46 million uninsured and to fix our healthcare crisis.  The media has bought into the propaganda and is feeding mistruths and outright lies to the people of this country. 

The misinformation is staggering.  Here are just a few examples: 

They Say:

      We have a healthcare crisis.

      We have 46 million uninsured Americans.

A “public plan” is necessary to force the private insurance companies to compete fairly.

Everyone must have insurance through a mandate.

We must have cost containment.

76% of Americans want a single payer system. 

The Truth Is: 

      We don’t have a healthcare crisis; we have an expensive, complex healthcare system that is becoming unaffordable for the average American.  
Who’s to blame?  The government says it’s the insurance companies, the hospitals and the doctors. Yet today the government controls 60% of all healthcare spending while the private market controls only 40%.  
Why does the government say it is the private market’s fault and there is no responsibility on behalf of the federal government?  Rising healthcare costs are due to increased utilization, the aging of the baby boomers, obesity, smoking, unhealthy lifestyles and the third party payer system.   The government currently spends 1 trillion dollars a year on healthcare (640 billion for Medicare/Medicaid and 260 billion for the federal tax deduction to employers).  They are now proposing to spend another 1.6 trillion dollars to cover 16 million of the uninsured. Yet, they are failing to control costs as the majority payer today. 
Remember, Medicare is going bankrupt in 2031 due to spiraling healthcare costs, so WHO really is to blame.   

      Let’s talk about the uninsured:  Yes, we have 46 million uninsured citizens at any single time in this country.  But 20% are uninsured for less than 6 months- being between jobs, retiring early or waiting for eligibility for government programs. 55% of the uninsured make over $60k per year, yet they don’t have health insurance.  What are they doing?  They are self-insuring.  They don’t see the value in paying $1500 a month for health insurance when they are healthy.  25% of the uninsured qualify for CHIP, Medicare and Medicaid but just have not taken the time to sign up for these programs.  And finally - being uninsured doesn’t mean you don’t get healthcare.  These individuals are seen in doctor’s offices, emergency rooms and trauma centers when they have a medical need. They get healthcare, they sometimes just don’t pay for it. Hospitals and doctors provide hundreds of millions of dollars in charity care each and every year. 

      Let’s look at the Public Plan Fallacy:  Private insurance companies already compete on a level playing field with each other, but not with the government.  The government can purchase services at much lower costs due to its size and if it doesn’t get what is wants it can just legislate it. It is estimated that 100 million Americans will lose their employer coverage if a public plan is put in place. The government “public plan” will not compete fairly with the private market and will force us into a single payer system without it ever being voted on. 

      What about mandates:  The government wants everyone to purchase health insurance, so they are going to force individuals and employers to pay for it.  Do mandates work?  Well let’s take a look at Mississippi.  In Mississippi they have mandatory auto insurance and voluntary health insurance.  Mississippi currently has 21% without health insurance while they have 27% without auto insurance. (Pause) 

      How about Cost Controls:  Medicare, Medicaid and the third party payer system have failed to control costs, even with the development of HMO’s and managed care.  The problem is that government can only control costs by limiting access and decreasing payments to providers, hospitals and pharmaceutical companies.  This just doesn’t work!  
Is there an answer to rising healthcare costs? Yes- it is called Consumer Directed Healthcare and specifically Health Savings Accounts or HSA’s.  The American Academy of Actuaries has published a report this year showing that consumer directed healthcare and HSA’s lower healthcare costs by 14% each and every year while increasing utilization of preventative healthcare services, increasing use of generic medications and decreasing unnecessary use of the emergency room.  Why don’t we hear much about HSA’s and Consumer Directed Healthcare- It’s All About Politics!  I have a letter from Senator Daschle and other Democratic Congressmen (who currently oppose health savings accounts) from 1996.  In this letter they talk about the need for consumerism in healthcare in order to control costs.    They believe that HSA’s really do work. 

      In fact, if we offered health savings accounts to all Americans on Medicare, Medicaid, CHIP and those in private insurance plans and 50% of them enrolled in an HSA, we would save 49 billion dollars per year. That’s (491 billion over 10 years) with out spending a dime. 

      And finally, the single payer issue is the worst propaganda of all.  Less than 20% of Americans wants a single payer system. The problem is 100% of them live in Washington, DC.  A study found that yes 76% of Americans want health insurance but they only want to pay $50 per month for it.  Is this unreasonable- yes, will a single payer system do it for that price- no.  All we have to do is look at Canada and England to see why we don’t want the government running and ruining our healthcare system.  Why is it that Canadians flock to the United States for healthcare services if Canada is doing such a great job?  
It’s because the United States has the best healthcare available.  And on a personal note, I watched my wife’s grandfather die of prostate cancer unnecessarily because he lived in Redditch, England.  My father is a prostate cancer survivor because he lives in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 

Do we have a healthcare affordability problem- yes.

Do we have the highest quality healthcare system in the world- absolutely.

Do we need to spend 1.6 trillion dollars to cover 16 million of the 46 million uninsured- Hell No! 

      I will leave you with one final comment.  In the Waxman/Miller/Rangel healthcare bill there is a proposal to “establish home visitation for families with young children and those contemplating marriage”.  Under this program a federal bureaucrat will visit your home and judge you on how you raise your children.  They will then refer you to other governmental agencies to “fix” the problems.  All of this is being done because the government wants “parents to become full partners in the education of their children”.  And it only costs 1.75 billion dollars per year.  
These healthcare reform bills are not about healthcare.  They are about the government controlling everything we do.  These bills are about the government taking away our freedoms.  We Must Stop it Now! 

Thank you. 

